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Three local students among Top 300 scholars in prestigious Regeneron Science Talent Search 
 
Two students from Eastside High School and one from Buchholz High School are among the Top 300 
Scholars in the 2020 Regeneron Science Talent Search, one of the oldest and most prestigious science 
competitions in the country. 

 
The Society for Science and the Public, which organizes the annual competition, announced today that 
seniors Brindha Rathinasabapathi and Himanshi Verma of Eastside High School and senior Helena Jiang of 
Buchholz High School will each receive $2000 awards, and their schools will also receive $1000 per scholar 
to use toward STEM (science, technology, engineering and math)–related activities.  
 
According to the Society’s news release, this year’s scholars were chosen from among nearly 2000 
applicants across the nation, with selection based on their “exceptional research skills, commitment to 
academics, innovative thinking and promise as scientists. The news release also states that the competition 
“provides students a national stage to present original research and celebrates the hard work and novel 
discoveries of young scientists who are bringing a fresh perspective to significant global challenges” 
 
Rathinasabapathi submitted a project entitled ‘Developing Diagnostic Models for Cardiovascular Disease 
Using RNA Markers.’ Verma’s project was ‘Protective Effects of Natural Products like Curcumin and 
Centella asiatica on Amyloid beta Induced Mitochondrial Dysfunction in Ocular Manifestations of 
Alzheimer’s Disease.’ Jiang was recognized for her project ‘Novel Bioinspired Colorimetric Sensors for 
Detecting Chemicals in Vapor, Liquid and Solid Phases.’ 
 
All three have previously earned state and national recognition for their achievement in science and other 
academic activities. 

 
All three are now eligible to be chosen as one of 40 finalists in the prestigious competition. Finalists each 
receive $25,000 awards and an all-expenses paid trip to Washington, DC for the final competition in March. 
The top 40 students will be announced later in January. 
 
ACPS students were among the finalists in the program in both 2018 and in 2016, when it was known as 
the Intel Science Talent Search. 
 
“I am so proud of these students and the recognition they are bringing to their schools and the district,” said 
Superintendent Karen Clarke. “They are continuing a long and proud tradition of STEM excellence in 
Alachua County Public Schools.” 
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An ‘A-rated’ District 
 “We are committed to the success of every student!” 

 


